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	Excel and CSV Comparison – Case Studies



	

				
										Users of Compare Suite software share their opinions and best practices about comparing data tables from Excel spreadsheets and CVS documents.







Getting details about differences in Excel

Great piece of software. Adds more features that are lacking in other similar products. The ability to compare different formats is a huge plus while the reporting is the best of any package out there. Getting detailed information about differences in Excel format (Standard version) has made a difference to checking the compatibility of various software databases.

Shane Smalle., ABB., St Neots., Software Engineer.



A note from the developers

Shane, thank you for your comment. We are glad you like the reporting in Compare Suite as we have actually invested a lot of time in making it easy to use. As a software engineer you understand that behind one single button there are sometimes hours of hard work. The fact that professionals like using Compare Suite confirms that it is well designed, even for high demanding users.





You are right about Excel comparison. I’m sure there are tools out there that helps to compare plain text files, but when it comes to office documents, one needs to have some kind of tool like Compare Suite, as Office formats (like Excel and Word) need to be converted before the program can actually compare it.

I saw some people try to copy and paste Excel spreadsheet into Notepad, saving it and then passing to freeware compare tool, but we all understand that this is a one-time solution. For a serious business there should be a software that converts spreadsheets to the comparable text “on the fly.”



Compare PDF, XML, Text and CSV

We are using the features of Comparing Folders, Ignore Line option (not ignore by keywords), XML Comparing (XML is not Sorted but Compare Suite sorts it before comparing) and using command line calls. The file formats are PDF, XML, Text & CSV. We use Compare Suite in both stand alone mode and we call it as part of in integrated regression run to create automated reports.


Paul Geraci, Analyst Programmer, Friends First Holdings Ltd, Ireland

Regardless if you are a developer, Business Analyst or Business user Compare Suite has an intuitive interface. The Reports it generates are easy to use and are presented in a clear manner. Our company has expanded the use of Compare Suite to call it via the command line. This is enabling us to expand it use to integrated testing and analysis. This enables us to detect changes we expect to see in a concise clear manner within the reports. The way that can be used for multiple file types is also excellent. I would recommend this product.



A note from Compare Suite Developers



Paul, thank you for such a detailed report about your experience of using Compare Suite. As software developers we understand how automation via the command line is possible only when the product is of the highest quality. Thank you for your confidence in us.





You did a great job automating your compare processes with Compare Suite. For these who just think about using a command line interface I’d like to say that there is an integration manager that helps in creating command line queries. It might be useful, as with integration manager you don’t need to know the parameters, Compare Suite helps to build command line in this case.

Also, as long as you use Compare Suite for testing and analysis I suppose that senior members of your team review modifications introduced. In Compare Suite team leaders can comment on certain lines of the code, and this comment will be displayed in the final report as well.

Finally, if there is something else that you need in Compare Suite, don’t hesitate to send us a message.

Use Compare Suite to compare spreadsheets with trade tickets and cash notifications

Compare Suite as helpful tool for Finance and Accounting specialists:


The system that we have to create trade tickets and cash notifications for our segregated funds currently uses a number of spreadsheets to produce the output we need to send to our fund managers from the daily client trade input. The change management system now requires that we conform to the latest audit requirements where we need to track the changes we are making to the system.



E Kennedy, Manulife Financial.,Ontario, Canada. Finance and Accounting.

Compare Suite as time saver:


Compare Suite allows us to do before and after compares of the changes and save the change report as part of the change management system signoff process. Compare Suite also handles inserted rows without extra work to sync the files in multi passes so it saves us time over the old methods that we have used in the past.



Search for matching item numbers from one list to another

I find Compare Suite the most extremely useful program on my computer. It has saved me literally hours of time, before Compare Suite I manually searched for matching item numbers from one list to another, because most lists came from different people their formats are always completely different from mine, now I can just load both lists and using “search by keywords” I instantly know what I’m looking at.

Great program and many thanks!


Brigette

Learn more about the comparison of Excel files in Compare Suite.

The view is similar to Excel

I use Compare Suite to find the differences between different versions of MS Office files, mostly Word and Excel.


Chris Xu, Manager, TFI, Indonesia

Your product is perhaps the only one that specifically targets office documents. While the others can compare office documents too, I found the features of Compare Suite were the most complete and most suited to my needs. I like the software’s ability to compare Excel files just exactly as Excel files, not just the usual text comparison. I haven’t yet tried other advanced features such as command line, but I’m sure it’ll be very useful for automating comparison and reporting jobs in the future.
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Download free 30-day trial version.

		
Where Compare Suite is used:


	

					

		
		

			
				
											
										
						singapore-airlines
											

				


						


				
											
										
						siemens
											

				


						


				
											
										
						nih
											

				


						


				
											
										
						intel
											

				


						


				
											
										
						hp
											

				


						


				
											
										
						ernst-young
											

				


						


				
											
										
						cisco
											

				


						


				
											
										
						cgi
											

				


						


				
											
										
						symantec
											

				


						


				
											
										
						scania
											

				


						


				
											
										
						nasa
											

				


						


				
											
										
						lockheed
											

				


						


				
											
										
						deloitte
											

				


						


				
											
										
						allianz
											

				


						


				
											
										
						accenture
											

				


						


				
											
										
						bmw
											

				


						


				
											
										
						shell
											

				


						


				
											
										
						ibm
											

				


						


		


			




		

		


		



		

			



Compare Suite Features:

			

Compare documents to find differences regardless of the format: MS Word, MS Excel, MS PowerPoint, PDF.




Compare two local or remote folders to find and synchronize any changes made.





Use the keywords comparison to analyze non-related documents created from different formats.




Archive comparison: compare Rar and Zip archive files without unpacking / unzipping.




Compare web pages as code with HTML tags or as text as seen in a web browser.




Compare two images of various formats to find all possible differences, even slight ones.




Multimedia comparison. Compare information from multimedia and graphic formats.





Ignore words. Compare Suite can ignore certain keywords or strings during comparison.




DMS Integration. Easily integrate Compare Suite into 3rd party document management systems.




Syntax highlighting for .pas, .asm., cpp, PHP, XML, bat, css, dpk, xsl files supported.




Compare files located on FTP as easily as on hard drives or local area networks.




Use command line to automate comparisons and integrate it with 3rd party tools.




UNICODE is fully supported: open and compare documents in any language or encoding.




Review compared documents:



Create a fully customizable comparison report on two files or folders.




Write your own comments on changes you or your colleagues make, improving collaboration.




Use document audit to accept or decline changes made in plain text files.




		
What is Compare Suite?

				It is a file compare tool
	In office Compare Suite helps to compare word files, Excel  spreadsheets, web-pages
	
	Software developers and web-masters use Compare Suite to do version compare, approve changes in documents or compare certain file types like XML, PHP, C-Sharp
	
Office managers use Compare Suite to diff PDF files, compare invoice files

	Compare Suite also make it much easier synchronization of  directories
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